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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

t 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Salo 
et al USPN 6,708,061 in view of Gold USPN 4,444,195. Salo teaches a device and 
method for optimizing cardiac parameters based upon pacing mode configurations in 
which various pacing configurations may be include including inter-site ventricular 
pacing as well as atrial. Thus various electrodes may be selected for testing the 
performance. Although Salo does not state that these electrodes are on a single lead, 
Gold shows that having selectable electrodes on a lead for stimulating various sites was 
known. To have provided a single catheter for selecting electrodes for inter-atrial, atrial- 
ventricular, and inter-ventricular pacing would have been obvious. The means for 
selecting electrodes lying on the septum is an intended use, and the pacing of the 
septum area is a capability of the reference. Applicant's sizes and spacing are obvious 
alternatives depending on the degree of AV delay one wants to achieve. 

Claims 11-14, 19-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Salo et al USPN 6,708,061 in view of Gold USPN 4,444,1 95 and further in view of 
Bradley USPN 6,473,647. While Salo teaches a timer for measuring ACL and 
comparing them to each other for feature to select the best, he does not state such is a 
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template. However, Bradley demonstrates (column 8 lines 40-54) that emplate 
matching, feature matching etc. are all known methods of comparing response patterns. 
To have used such in Salo et al. would have been obvious. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 9-10, 15-17 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mark W. Bockelman whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4941. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 10:00 to 6:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Pezzuto can be reached on (571) 272 -6996. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



January 8, 2007 



MWB 




